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in both the UK and EU running at
around 10 percent year-on-year. In
some countries, food prices have risen
at over twice that rate. Times are
tough, so who on earth would be a
hi-fi manufacturer in 2023?

Kevin Edwards doesn’t seem to have
got the memo. He’s just opened a new
factory in Wiltshire and is busy
churning out large amounts of
affordable turntables. He’s in the
electronics market too, with the new
Apprentice IA integrated before you.
This is by no means an austerity
special. A half-width, pint-sized amp
with a minimum of facilities, it’s

hi-fi, and has been for nearly 50
years. Warp back to 1980 for
example, and you’d find the hugely
popular NAD 3020 amp retailing for
£89, precisely the same (when adjusted
for inflation) as the Apprentice IA now.
Even then though, to keep costs low,
the NAD was made in Taiwan.

This explains why it’'s nowhere near
as lavish looking as the next tier up of
budget integrateds. The Apprentice 1A
is smaller and stripped down to the
bone in terms of facilities, with no
display or remote. Yet it still squeezes
in a moving-magnet phono stage and
3.5mm headphone socket on the

fixed output, for an extra £25. In
standard form you get an MM phono
input, plus RCA phono aux input and
another front-panel 3.5mm mini-jack
auxiliary in. These are switched by
the left-hand front panel rotary knob,
while the right takes care of volume.
Lively white, red, blue and green
finishes are also available.

Sound quality

The Apprentice IA is such a petite
looking thing that your brain almost
fools you that it will sound meek and
mild. Actually, it’s quite the reverse.
This dinky integrated doesn’t seem

The Apprentice IA is at its best with
relatively simple recordings, such as
Randy Crawford’s Secret Combination
where there are no heavy tracts of
bass to reproduce. With soft jazz rock
such as this, it glides along — serving

is trying to give a taste of that to a
more cash-strapped market. So,
whether you’re playing Beethoven’s
Pastoral Symphony or some mid-
Nineties Britpop in the shape of Blur’s
Tracy Jacks, this amp just has fun.

fun to listen to, yet not so unrefined
that it will have you running for your
listening room door. Cheap and
cheerful summarises it perfectly well
— two highly desirable attributes, in
these troubled economic times ®
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designed to appeal to people just front, driven by a dedicated high lacking in output power in normal % % %k
getting into proper separates hi-fi, current output driver circuit. Power use, and my choice of Cambridge FEATURES
or those coming back to it. Either output is quoted at a modest 30W Audio Aero 6 floorstander (HFC 382), * % % %
way, they’re on a limited budget. RMS per channel into 8ohm. This is with its 90dB sensitivity, serves up a OVERALL

Given the associated difficulty of
manufacturing in the UK — with
comparatively high energy prices,

relatively low, but modern speakers
are more efficient than ever, so it’s
not so much of an issue these days.
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fast and feisty sound.
Tonally the Apprentice IA is perhaps
a little light; you don’t get a thick, fat,
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Inputs include 2x RCA, an MM
phono stage and 3.5mm
headphone jack on the front
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